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Friendly Reader . 


# be E following matter being an Account of the 
diſtraining and taking away of the Goods of 
ſome of us, the People called Qu«ters in the City of 
Londow, becauſe we refuſed to pay nnto the Pariſh 
Prieſts Tythes or certain Sums of mony,in Law called 
Yythes, We, the ſaid People, ſhall in Chriſtian Ten-: 
derneſs and Plainneſs render ſome Chriſtian Reaſons 
why we cannot pay or give Tythes to the Pariſh 
Priefts or Miniſters. 


Firſt, We are not Unbelieving Fews, but Real Chri- 
fins, therefore we cannot give or pay them Tyrhes. 
God commanded Tythes to be paid under the _— 
ſation of the Law, which came by Moſes, and thoſe 
Tythes wereordained for the Reliefof the Widdows, . 
*Fatherleſs and Strangers, as well as for the Priefts. 
This command for paying and receiving Tythes, as 
aforeſaid, continued = orce amongft the Few, cill 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt came in the Fleſh, and had of. 
fered himſelf up through the Eternal Spirit z who by 
his one Offering put an End to thePrieſthood of Azron 
and Levi, together with their Temple and Tythes, 
and all the reſt of the Shadowy Offerings and Ser. 
vices: And as the Apoſtle faid, God diſennuled this 
Commandment for the Weakneſs and Unprofitablenei = 
thereof , for th: Law made nothing Perfett, &C. For ſh 
«n High Prieſt becometh us, wh2# Holy, Harmle ff, ſeparate 
from Sinners, &c, {ee Heb. 7.18, 19, 26. Andagpain, 
The Prieſthood being chanzed, there is maae of ncceſſity x 
change of the Law, Verl. 13. So Chriſt by his One Of. 
fering hath Ecded this Diſpenſation of Tything above 
Sixteen Hundred Years fiace. Bur u hea this Coms 
mandy was in Force, it was only-to the Natural Zews, 
and therefore no Concern of ours, who are by 
: Nature Geztiles. 
Secondly, Chriſt, who ended this Fewiſb Diſpeanſ: 
tion of Tyrhing, did not ſet up Tythes again in the 
Goipel Diſpentativn, either among Fews or Gentiles, 
for the Maintenance of his Minifters, (nor for any 
other uſe} bur contrary-wiſe commanded his Mint- 
ſt:rs, ſaying, Freely y- hrve received, Freely give, &<c, 
and whoſoever [ball not hear you, nor receive your Words, 
when you depart out of that Houſe or City, ſhake off the Daſt 
of your Feet, Mat. 10.7. 14. Again, But into whitſe-. 
ever City ye enter, and they receive you, eat ſuch thinss 
4s are ſet before yow, Fc. But into whatſoever City you 
enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the 
Streets of the ſame, and ſay, Even the very Duſf of your 
City, wh ch cleaveth to 9s, , we do wipe off againſt you, 
Luke 10.8, 10, 11. Thus:it plainly appzars, that 
Chriſt's Command was and is,' to preach or miniſter 
; Freely, 
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Freely, as they then had, and ſuch now have, received 
Freely ; and thoſe who are truly his Miniſters, do 
keep this his Command ; and fuch have Power in 
Chriſt to cat ſuch as is ſet before them, by thoſe who 
do receive them;but not to takeTythes orSums of Mo- 
ney,for preaching,from thoſe who do not receive,be- 
lieve nor own their Teſtimony ,nor Sue them at Law, 
to take away or Spoil their Goods, becauſe they refuſe 
to pay them. This Practice of the aforeſaid Pricfts is 
contrary to both Law and Goſpel. For when the Fews 
broke the Law of God, in not bringing Tythes into 
his Store-Houſe, we do not read, ' nor believe, that 
God did impower Magiſtrates to give Warrants tothe 
Prieſts, under the Law, to diftrain or take away their 
Goods for the ſame, nor to take Double or Treble the. 
Value of the Tythes then Due z nor to Impriſon and 
Oppreſs the Bodies of ſuch Offenders; neither was it 
thea aid, that ſuch Offenders' did Rob the Prieſts, 
bat” that they Robbed God z neither were the Prieſts 
or Magiſtrates to puniſh them for this Robbery z but 
the Power of puniſhing of theſe, the great God re- 
ſerved in himſelf, and he Blaſted or Curſed the 
Fruits of the Earth, as a Puniſhment for their Rebel- 


lin, &c, ſee Ma/.3. Deut. 28. 38, 39, 40 


0bjetion, Some perhaps may-obje from the A- 
ples words, on the behalf of the aforelaid Prieſts 
of London, and ſay, who gotth a Warfare any t.me at his 
on Charge? Whe planteth 4 Vineyard, and eateth not of 
the Fru:t thereof ? who feeatth « Flock, and eateth not of 
the Milk of the Flock? If we ſow unto you Spiritual 
Things, is it a great mailer if we ſball reap of your Carnal 


Things ? 
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Anſ. What the Apoſtle faich ia this Caſe we own; 
but this is not the Caſe betwirt us and the Priefts a 
forefaid : for,Firff, Thoſe Prieſts do not goto War for 
us, bur againft us therefore we ought not to bear 
the Charge of this their Evil War, - 

Secondly, They have not planted us a Vineyard or 
Church unto God ; but we being planted of God, 
they have laboured, and do labour to ſcatter us by 
thew Cruechies and G—_ , therefore they ought 
not to have a Reward from us, for whom they danot 
work. 

Thirdly, They donot feed us, who are the Flock 
of God , but onthe contrary, their Works againſt us 
have been, and are, to ſeek to weaken, ſtarve and ſcat- 
ter us from tht Fold of our great Shepherd Chrif 
Feſws : But Glory to God, through him, he keeps us, 
who is ſtronger then them all, by whom we are 
—_— perſer ved, fed and brought to Peace and Reſt 
in 

Fourthly, Theſe Prieſts have not ſown, nor do ſow 
unto us Spiritual Things, but on the contrary ; the 
Fruits of the Fleſh, which is Covetouſneſs, &c. they 
have ſownin a plenmtious manner, to our great W 
and Injury ; therefore we cannot own them as Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, nor conſent to give our Subſtance to 
maintain thera as ſuch , but we have true Love to 
them, and all men, and wecould feed them as our 
Enerics, if we knew they had need thereof, though 
we cannot feed them as the Minifters of Chriſt, we 
not believing them to be ſuch, and that which the 
more confirms us in our Belief, that they are not ſuch, 
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&,thar being found in dire&t Oppoſition to the Com- 
mand of Chriſt, who ſaith, F:eely pe have Received, 
Fieely Give; and _— to the Dottrine and Ex- 
ample of the Miniſters of Chriſt, both in their Main- 
tenance and Converſation, | 
Again , the Apoſtle Perer writ unto the Elders 
of the Church of Chriſt, ſaying, The Elders which 
are 4mong you, I exhort, who am alſo an Elder, and witnef 
of the Suffering of Chriſt, and alſo a Partaker of the Glary 
that ſhell be revealed, Feed the Flock of God, which « 
you, taking the Over. ſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, 
but willingly ; Not for filthy Lucre,but of « Ready Mind ; 
Neither «s being Lords over God's Heritage, but being En- 
s fo the Flick; (ee xr Pets. 1, 2,73. 

Firft, Obſerve, the Apoſtle Peter,and the reft of the 
Elders of the Church of Chriſt were made SUC H 
by Chrift himfelf, who endued chem with Power 
from on High, for the great Work of che Maniftry ; 
and by the ſame means axe all the Elders of the 
Church of Chrift made at this Day. 

Secondly, The true Miniſters and Elders of the 
Church of Chrift dotake the Over. fight thereof not 
- bpm og — Williagly : God —_ — 

to preach Freely, according to Chriſt's Com» 
mand z they do not take the over-ſight of the Flock 


for filthy Luce, bot of arcady Mind. Awe, The word 
Luere ſignifies Gain; and filthy Lucre'is Cain i# getter : 
Now that Gain that is gotten in breaking the Com- 
mand of Chrift is not well, but ill gotten z and ſuch 
is that Gain of the Perſons before-mentioned, which is 


gotten as aforeſaid. 


Thirdly, 
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- Thirdly, The irve Elders and Miniſters of Chaift | 
neither were nor arc, Lores over God's Heritage, 
but good Enſamples to the Flock , and. becauſtthy>. 
Perſons before-mentioned do not abide in the Do, 
&rin2 of Chriſt, neither fullow the Do@rine. or Ex. 
ample of his holy Apoſtles and Elders 1n their Call, 
Miniſtry, Maintgnance and Conver ſation, therefore 
we cannot eſteem them the true Miniſters and Elders 
ſet up by Chriſt; and therefore we cannot pijye 
them of our outward Subſtance to uphold them 
as ſuch, The Apoſtle Paul faith, There were many in 
his dey, who taught that which they ought not Pow filthy 
Lucres ſake , ſee Tit, 1.11. And we have juſt cauſe to 
ſay there are many ſuch in our day, but-the Lordis 
diſcovering them daily more and more, and he will 
bring theſe their Evil Works to an End, in hisap- 
pointed Seaſon, which haſtens on apace; and in the 
mean time we are chearfull gon up to ſuffer what. 
ever the Lord permits our A verſaries to infli& upon 
us for the Exerciſe ofour tender Conſciences to him, 


Theſe are ſome of the many Reaſons that might be given, 

why we refuſe, and cannot for good Conſcience-ſake 
Pay Tythe; but as we havezſo we muſt continue bearin 
our Chriſtsan-Teſtimony (in the Spirit of Chriſt )againſt 
paying of them, as being contrary to the Doctrine and 
Practice of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
bleſſed Apoſtles, 
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' An Account of Goods taken from the 


Peaceable People of God called QUAKERS, 
in the New-buildings in the City of London, 
for Tythes, demanded by the Prieſts in part of 
the Years 1680, and 81. by virtue of Warrants 
granred by Patient Ward, then Mayor. 


The 11th of the 11th Moneth, called Fanxary. 
Aken from George Bradford, Glaſier in Buſh-Lane, inthe 
] Pariſh of Swithwngs in Londen, for 16 5. demanded for 
| two years Tythes for Richard Owen, Prieſt of the ſaid 
Pariſh, viz. a Pull-up-Jack, and three Pewter Diſhes, the weight 
of the Pewter, and the Names of the Conſtable and ColleQtor not 

known. 

'Note, The ſaid George Bradford being now ſummoned before the 

Mayor by the aforeſaid Prieſt, complamed, that the laſt time he had 
: difrained from him (for but 11. 16S. demanded) Goods. to the 
value of Six or Seven Pound, andbad but 205. returned; mhich 

the Mayor wapleaſed to declate, Was contrary to Law, and 

that he would not ſuffer it ; which is jud; e4 might be the occaſion 
of their being (contrary to their wonted Prattice ) ſomething Mode- 
rate now. NE 

The 7th of the 5th Moneth, called July, 1681. 

Taken from, fohn Oſgood of Whit Heart Court in Fyimbard- 
freer, Linnen Draper, for 33s. 4.4. demandcd for Tythes for 
Dr Archer (ſo called) Prieſt of Albalows Lumbard-ftreet, by the 
faid DoCtor's man, Sixty Elis of Linnen, valucd at 9 4. per Ell, 


and coines to 2/. 5-5. l. —$s.——g. 
Returned On Opn 

Detzincd ES Ns, 

Demanded for Tythe3 _ I 3=—4 

Taken no more over lan O-—= 01-—-4 


B Tie 


(2) 
The Priefts Account to Richard Whitpaint, Fuly 6. 1681; 
Goods diftrained of Richard Whitpaine, by virtue of my tos 
5 Lau for one Tear and Quarters Tythes, due Ls 
Laff paſt to Dobbor Elkanas Downes, Retter of the Pariſh of 5; 


Leonard Eaſt ; and the ſaid Honſe is rated at 11. 25, Per 
annum, the whole T ythes amonnt to 11. 7. 6d. 


(viz.) Eighty Six ound of Pewter} I. ' 8 d 
at 7 d. per Pound :; . 5 O2— 10--—02 

: 1. The Dottor”s Tythes is O1I——07—06 

The Charges 00—12-—04 


| 0 Lone I9——10 
' The Goods were appraiſed at 02—— 10— 02 


| The Overplus 00 —— 10——04 
Anaccount of what Pewter it was that was diſtrained from 
Richard Whupaine, viz.. Eight large Pewter Diſhes, four leſſer, 
ſixteen large Plates, and two which if it were to be 
bought, would coſt him about four Ponds. + 
Note, The 10 $. Overplas was flang imo the Hoaſe of the ſaid Richard 
Whitpaine, ſealed xp in a Paper, be having before then refuſed to 


Fecervest. 


The 20th day of September, 1681. 

Taken from Fohs Beckley of the Liberty of Adartins le Grand in 
London, Perfumer, for 7 5. demanded for one Years Tythes, for 
Samuel Freeman Prieſt of the Pariſh called Anne and Agnes, three 
Pewter Diſhes, weight 9 /. 6; oz. at 7 4. per Pound, is 5 5, 74 
.and five Braſs Candleſticks valued at 5. gs * 


In all IO——— 
Demanded 07—0 

Taken more than demanded o3-—7 
And no Returns made. 


(3) 
This Diſtreſs was made by Francis Brown, one of the Mayors 
Officers, and Herry Wyere, Conſtable of thegforeſaid Liberty. 


Ditto Diem. 


Taken from Richard Townſend of Martins le Grand, aforeſaid, 
by the aforeſaid Officer and Conſtable, for 15 s. demanded for 
the aforeſaid Prieſt, five large Fiſhing-Rods, valued at 14. x ;, 


Demanded O—15—0 
Taken more than demanded O——— L0——g 
And no Returns made. 


The 7th Mometh, 1681. 


. Taken from William Crouch of the Pariſh called Bennet Grate» 
Church, by Fobn Fefſe of Ball- Alley in Lumbard-ftreer, for 31. 18 ;. 
demanded for one year and half Tythes, for Henry Halfteed, 
Prieſt of the aforeſaid Pariſh, and for a pretended Arrears 11 5. 
24. and Charges 7 5. 4d. Goods tothe value of 41. 14 5. 


L s d, 
Demanded 3Z——18—0 
Pretended Arrears O— 1 I—2 
Charges. | 0—07—0 
grmnmme Grmmmng 


$o that according to their pretended Dues, Ar- 
rears and Charges, they have taken leſs then} 0—02-— 2 
what they make it come to by : 


The Prieſts Bill to William Baker is as followeth. 


October w-, wh 
ht Muffs diſtrained for Miniſters 14z and they were 
gots at one Pound twelve Shillings, and ſold for one Pound 
twelve Shillings, | 


A2 Dus 


(4) 
Dae for a Tear and balf Tythes, ending at Chrift-? , __ 
mas 1680. at > aa cOmes d9=an {ne 


L "BR 


For a G——Q I mom—_ YL 
For Diſtreſl O—02—þ 
For Pertridge O——O00.u— 
Spent at Praifing and Diſtr aining O—O2-—0 
Comes to ; peck 19 
Returned hp Grads 


Taken by Themes Hewit, Officer, for Prieſt Hedſbis, which 
Goods were t of the Officer by a Neighbour, and returned 
to me again, the Money he paid out of Money he 
owed to me, . without any order, and wholly contrary to' my 

The 28th of the 8th 1631, | 

Taken from Fobx Tyſe, Shoemaker, of the Pariſh call'd Awe 
and Agnes, for 21. 165. 10\ d. demanded for three years and 
a Tythes, for S«mu.l Freeman Prieſt, by Francis Brow 
Officer, and a Conſtable that refuſed to tell his Name, forty pair 
of mens Shoes, valued art 7 l. 

4 Demanded 2=— 16—— 10; 

Returned eleaven pair of Shoes, valued at 1 —— 14-——10 


Demanded and Returned 4$—11— |} 
Taken and detained more than demanded 2 | 
or returned "ns; 


Here 


(s) 


—_— 
— I—_Y 
—_—. 


bn. 


Here followeth an Account of ſome Diſtreſſes 
that were omitted in the ſormer Impreſſions that 
were printed upon this account. 
The 6th of the firſt Adonerh, called March, 1673. 


Aken from Wiliaht Philip: by virtue of a Warrant granted 
by Jars unto David Bartwn, called 


; Their Account is as followeth. 
Thirty fix Gallon: Brandy, appraiſed at 33. 
"y Ch comes to , very, os © 
Tythes = 
Charge: a. al 
In all + 4 ww 
No Returns. 


Note, That therereſts in their hands, according to their own 
vccount, 13 5. 266, Beſides the 11, 45. the Brandy was under 
praiſed at, which would make 14. 17 8. 266. 


The 14th day of the ſame Aoneth. 

Taken from Richard Cripp: of the aforeſaid Pariſh, for the 
aforeſaid Prieſt, by Warrant from the aforeſaid Mayor, and by 
the aforeſaid Job eſſe, for 31. 2 5. 3d. demanded for Tythes, 
$0 couple of Fiſh, valucd at 44. 164. 8 «. 


Taken 


(6) 
Taken 
Demanded for Tythes 
For Charges 


Demands and Charges 


No Returns. So that there reſts in their hands © ts 
Notwithſtanding, the Prieſt claims 16s. 1 4. to he ſtill dueto 

him ; by which it may be concluded, that except he hath above or 

near 205. more than his Tythes and (Orion to (asin 

foregoing caſe of the Brandy ) he is not cv . Butits 

that this, with their other Praftices, will tend to the 

thar Eye in our neighbour and fellow Citizens, by which they 

muy Clearly ſee "on" pnme vgs > co Preterices of _—_— 

ihe Minifters) that they are neither in the Spirit nor Prafticeaf 

the / gn Miniſters, whfch took the Overſight of the Flok 

of » Not by Conſtraint, but Willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but 

, of a Ready Mind, neither as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but 

being Enſamples to the Flock, | 


The 12th of the gth Moneth, 1679. 

Taken from William Crouch of the Pariſh called Bennet Grace- 
Church, by virtne of a Warrant granted by Robret mo_ then 
Mayor, unto Henry Halſtced, Prieſt of the aforeſaid Parilh, for 
me year and # halt Tythes, reckoned at 3 /. 18 s (by Fohn Feſſe 
of Ball- Alley in Lumbard-ſtreet ) the Goods following. 

' A piece of Say that colt I 18 6 
But appraiſed by them at i . 0 
In Ticking 61 yards at 14 d. per yard, comesto 3 11 23 


Which makes at the loweſt rate 


Demanded for Tythes 
Account.for Charges 


Taken more then the Charges and Demands 
; And no Returns. 


(7) 
© Yet did the Officer the next time make OATH, That there 
ws 117. 2d. ſtill due. ButIdeſire, that God may give bim a 
Heart to repent of this his Evil,leſt that Lake(which all Swearers, 
zwell as Lyars muſt have their partin) which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, be his Portion. 


The 22d of the 4th Moneth, 1680. 

_ rom þ fp a by Wervent from Hows Clayton, 
Mayors 'by Fobn Feſſe and 'Edmend Bowiey, Clerk of the Pariſh, 
with a Conſtable and a Porter, for 24. 5 5. demanded 

for Dr Afor (fo called) for twelve Quarters Tythes, ending 
the 25th of the 1ſt Moneth, 1677. for which they ſeized from 
the afrefaid Wilam Baker 126 black — which the 
the iſers valued at 31. 3s. A Note of the Charge as fol- 


| Te the Prieſt for Tythes 26.\ 'ogE 00d, 
' To Charge, Expence and Appraiſmet© 14 10 
Which Goods, after they had remained in the faid Clerks 
knds above a year, the ſaid Dr for did deny the taking of 
them by his order, andordered they ſhould be delivered to 
x, which was accordingly done, without demanding any thing 
[ . 


This account we thought meer to Prins being willing ng to grve all 
ey Dne, as well in ſpeaking i cfe ramen 2 club 
Mderation, where it appears, as to manifeſt thes Pp 
take Goods to double the Demand, aud ſell them at wider Rates, 


bring 4 large Accompt of Charges, delighting more to ſpeak, of 
their Mader ation than their Oppreſſion. 
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(6) 


Taken : 
Demanded for Tythes 


For Charges 


Demands and Charges 


No Returns. So that there reſts in their hands © a ® 
Notwithſtanding, the Prieſt claims 16s. 1 4. to he ſtill duets 
him; by which it may be concluded, that except he hath aboveor 

near 205. more than his Ht boys and es come to (as in 


foregoing caſe of the Brandy) he is not contented. But its ho 
that this,” with their other Prattices, will tend to the 

thar Eye in our neighbour and fellow Citizens, by which they 
nay clearly ſee (notwithſtanding their Preterices of being Go» 
ſpa Minifters) that they are neither in the Spirit nor Pratticeof 
the - gs Miniſters, whfch took the Overſight of the Flock 
of God, Wot by Conſtraint, but Willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but 
, of a Ready Mind; neither as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but 
being Enſamples te tie Flock, | 


The 12th of the gth Moneth, 1679. 

Taken from William Crowch of the Pariſh called Bennet Grace- 
Church, by virtne of a Warrant granted by Robrer m—_— then 
Mayor, unto Herry Halſt:ed, Prieſt of the aforeſaid Pariſh, for 
me year and a halt Tythes, reckoned at 3 /. 18 s (by Fohn Feſſe 
of Ball- Alley in Lumbard-ſtreet ) the Goods following, 

' A piece of Say that coſt I 18 
But appraiſed by them at ld. 
In Ticking 61 yards at 14 4. per yard, comesto 3 11 


Which makes at the lowelt rate 4 


Demanded for Tythes 3 
Account.for Charges O 


Taken more then the Charges and Demands 
And no Returns, 


—- —_—  ——_ LAM 
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(7) 
© Yet did the Officer the next time make OATH, That there 

was 117. 3d. ſtill due. ButIdeſire, that God may give bim a 

Heart to repent ofthis his Evil,leſt that Lake(which all Sw 

z well as Lyars muſt have their partin) which burneth with Fire 

ad Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, be his Portion. 


The 224 of the 4th Moneth, 1680. 

ng pn eg Ho, Arn from ow Clayton, 

Mayor, 'by Fohn Feſſe and ' Bowiey, Clerk of the Pari 
ith a Conſtable and aPorter, for 21. 5 5. Bied 
for Dr Afor (fo called) for twelve Quarters Tythes, ending 
the 25th of the 1ſt Moneth, 1677. for which they ſeized from 
the d Wilam Baker 126 blatk Coney-Skins, which the 
the iſers valued at 31. 3s. A Note of the Charge as fol- 


] Te the Prieſt for Tythes 20. 'og5&. 00d, 
' To Charge, Expence and Appraiſmemo 14 10 
Which Goods, after they had remained in the faid Clerks 
kds above a year, the ſaid Dr Afon did deny the taking of 
them by his order, andordered they ſhould be delivered to 
x, which was accordingly done, without demanding any thing 


This account we thenghe meet to Price being willing ng to gruve al 
—_— Dne, as well in ſpeaking « the comment of he 
Moderation, where it appears, as to manifeſt thes E 
” take Goods to double the Demand, aud ſell them at wnder Rates, 

bring « large Accompt of Charges, delighting more to ſpeak, of 
their Moder ation than their Oppreſſion. 
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